2018 Watershed Forestry Institute For Teachers
Sunday, July 15 – Thursday, July 19, 2018
Application Deadline: Friday, May 4, 2018 by 5PM

Overview 

The Watershed Forestry Institute for Teachers (WFIT) is a FREE 5-day, 4-night professional development educational program that immerses teachers in the hands-on study of New York City Watershed forestry. Participants develop the knowledge, inspiration, and practices necessary to explore the connection between upstate forests and downstate water quality with their students.  Topics include water quality science, forest ecology and stewardship, sustainable development, engineering, New York history, and community engagement. 
Participation in the WFIT is also a prerequisite for applying to WAC’s Green Connections program, which supports year-long partnerships between NYC and upstate Watershed classrooms. The program involves a flexible 8-lesson curriculum, student pen pal exchanges, two shared field trips, a local stewardship project and classroom visits. 
This application is designed to help the Watershed Agricultural Council understand your motivation for participating in the WFIT and how you anticipate applying your WFIT experience to your teaching. 

Eligibility

For our 2018 program, priority for selection goes to 4-8th grade teachers and non-formal educators working in municipalities wholly or partially within the East and West of Hudson Watersheds or the 5 boroughs of NYC. Educators in upstate consumer municipalities may be considered if space is available. If you are unsure about your eligibility, email education@nycwatershed.org.  Educators from the same school or organization are strongly encouraged to apply. Past WFIT participants may reapply once 5 years have passed since last attending WFIT.
All Submitted Applications Must:

· Be complete! All questions must be answered.
· Be typed! Handwritten applications will not be considered.

· Be received on time! Via e-mail or fax no later than 5PM on Friday, May 4, 2018.
All applicants will be notified of their selection status by Friday, May 18, 2018. Participation is limited to 25 teachers. The WFIT will take place from Sunday, July 15 through Thursday, July 19, 2018.
For more information and to submit a Watershed Forestry Institute for Teachers application, contact: 

 Tyler Van Fleet

Watershed Educator

Watershed Agricultural Council

1275 Hanover Street

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Email: education@nycwatershed.org 






Phone: (914) 962-6355 x21

Fax: (914) 962-5436

WFIT 2018 APPLICATION
[image: image1]Name:
School/Affiliation: 
Grade(s) taught:
Subject(s) taught: ​
Years teaching:
Primary Contact Information
Mailing address:

Cell Phone:   

Email:
1. Teachers from the same school or organization are strongly encouraged to apply. Individual teachers are also welcome. If applicable, list which of your colleague(s) is also applying:
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2. Please print the Administrator Support Form at the end of this application and discuss your interest in attending WFIT with your administrator or supervisor.  Obtain his or her signature on the form and submit it with this application. Below, write the name of your administrator or supervisor who supports your WFIT participation: 
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3. How did you find out about the Watershed Forestry Institute for Teachers?
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4. Which (if any) of the programs below have you participated in? Indicate what year(s). 
	Program
	Participated Y/N
	Year(s)

	WAC Watershed Forestry Institute for Teachers
	
	

	WAC Watershed Forestry Bus Tour Program
	
	

	WAC Green Connections Program
	
	

	Other WAC Teacher Professional Development Program
	
	

	Catskill Stream & Watershed Education Program (CSWEP) or Stream Watch
	
	

	CWC Watershed Education Grants
	
	

	DEP Art and Poetry Contest
	
	

	DEP Classroom Speaker
	
	

	Trout in the Classroom
	
	


5. Our goal is to provide you with a highly useful program.  To help guide our planning, please rate your current level of background knowledge AND level of interest in learning more about each of the following WFIT topics. Use a scale of 1-3: 1 = (low), 2 = (medium), 3 = (high).   

	WFIT Topic
	Level of Background Knowledge

(1,2, or 3)
	Level of Interest in Learning More
(1,2, or 3)

	Water Cycle
	
	

	Water Quality Science
	
	

	Erosion and Non-point Source Pollution
	
	

	Tree and Forest Function in the Watershed
	
	

	Stream Health and Monitoring
	
	

	Forest Ecology
	
	

	Forest Management 
	
	

	Watershed Stewardship and Best Management Practices
	
	

	Water Conservation Activities
	
	

	Wastewater Treatment
	
	

	NYC Watershed History
	
	

	NYC Water Supply System Engineering
	
	


6. What personally interests or excites you about nature? (Note: This does not need to relate directly to water or forests.)
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7. How have you applied previous science and/or environmental education professional development experiences to your teaching? 
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8. Why do you want to participate in the WFIT and how do you anticipate applying your WFIT experience to your teaching? 
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9. The WFIT is an opportunity to connect and share with fellow educators over five days. How will you uniquely contribute to our group learning experience (e.g. specific experiences, skills, resources, knowledge to share, etc.)? 
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TEACHER’S COMMITMENT: Please read the following statement and sign and date below.
If selected as a WFIT 2018 participant, I 
[image: image8] agree to:
1. Stay on-site and attend the entire program;

2. Develop and implement an Action Plan for incorporating select WFIT content into my 2018/19 teaching curriculum;

3. Share WFIT information with colleagues.

Applicant Signature: 




                Date:
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Administrative Support Form

Watershed Forestry Institute for Teachers 
Dear Administrator or Supervisor,

We are excited that your teacher/educator is applying to attend the Watershed Agricultural Councils’ 2018 Watershed Forestry Institute for Teachers (WFIT)!  
Our FREE, 5-day, 4-night teacher institute immerses 25 4-8th grade teachers in the hands-on exploration of the New York City Watershed and water supply system with a special focus on how healthy forests protect water quality. Teachers earn approximately 24 CTLE credit hours, get trained in the Project Learning Tree and Project WET curricula, and come away with the knowledge, inspiration, and practices necessary to explore the connection between upstate forests and downstate water quality with their students. 

For more information, visit www.nycwatershed.org/WFIT. 
If your teacher/educator is accepted into the program, they will be expected to:

1. Stay on-site and attend the entire program;

2. Develop and implement an Action Plan that incorporates select WFIT content into their 2018/19 teaching curriculum;

3. Share WFIT information with colleagues.
The 2018 WFIT will take place from Sunday, July 15 to Thursday, July 19, 2018. We encourage you to read through the application your teacher has completed.

This form, signed by you, must be submitted by your teacher as part of their application.  Questions may be directed to Tyler Van Fleet, Watershed Educator, at education@nycwatershed.org or (914) 962-6355 x21. Thank you!
Additional Comments (Optional):
Print Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Title: ________________________________________________________________________
Signature:_________________________________________________   Date: ______________
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