
Agricultural Use on NYC-
owned Properties   

Fact Sheet        
 

This Fact Sheet is being provided as a quick reference guide for agricultural activities on New York 

City land. 

 

What should I do if I am interested in using City property for agricultural use? 
Contact Charles Laing, DEP Senior Property Manager at 845-340-7218. The more information you 

can supply, the quicker the request can be reviewed. You may want to have information ready such as 

the: Town, Section – Block - Lot, previous owner, and road location. 

 

What does DEP consider before allowing agricultural use on City property? 
DEP will verify that agricultural use is consistent with other uses that may be occurring on the 

property, such as hunting, Land Use Permits or any deed or other restrictions on the property. 

 

What are some of the standard requirements of the Agricultural Use Policy? 

 Farmers can tell DEP how they would manage the land to best achieve both their goals and 

protect water quality. 

 DEP will consider such uses as row crops and livestock, in addition to hay. 

 Fertilizers and manure may be applied if the results of a soil test confirm the need for nutrients. 

 There must be at least 25 feet of undisturbed riparian buffers along all streams and wetlands. 

 The use of limited pesticides and herbicides, outside of riparian buffer areas, will be considered 

with an integrated pest management approach. 

 

Are there any other special requirements? 
Farmers must: 

 Maintain the required Workers Compensation and Disability Benefits Coverage (or provide proof they 

are not required to carry coverage). 

 Furnish and maintain a commercial general liability insurance policy. 

 Demonstrate experience in farming and agricultural activities. 

 

How long is the term of the project? 
Projects will be set-up for 5 year periods and in certain cases, may be extended for another 5 years. 

 

What is the next step? 
If the property is determined to be compatible for agricultural use, a Notice of Project Availability will 

be posted in local newspapers. This announcement will also be provided to a list of interested parties 

and to the Watershed Agricultural Council (WAC). If you are interested in getting on this list please 

send your name and address to Charles Laing at NYC DEP, 71 Smith Ave., Kingston, NY  12401. 

Interested farmers will be able to submit a proposal that includes a land use plan, map, and payment 

proposal. 



How much does it cost to use New York City land for agricultural purposes? 

In 2009 annual rental payments ranged from $5 to $1,000/year depending on project size, land quality, 

and the agricultural uses proposed. Since it is an open competitive process, farmers are encouraged to 

submit their highest and best offer as part of the proposal. 

 

How will DEP choose a proposal? 
DEP will consider the protection of water quality as a primary factor and will give consideration to the 

following: 

 Thoroughness and quality of overall land use plan including water quality - 60% 

 Protection of Riparian Areas (such as width, amount of disturbance, best management 

practices to protect riparian areas) – 20% 

 Payment amount – 20% 

 

I have a Whole Farm Plan (WFP) on my property and other properties I rent, can 

I use it on this project? 
Generally, yes – as long as the plan explains and addresses the proposed activities and water quality 

protection. 
 

This Fact Sheet is subject to modification – Please contact Charles Laing at 845-340-7218 for up-to-

date information or to discuss a possible project.  
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